U.S. POSTAL AND POST CARDS TO CANADA:

THE FLUCTUATING RATE, 1873_1958
This exhibit is a rate study of surface postal and post cards mailed from the United States
to Canada, showing how the card rate fluctuated between 2Q and 10 over a period of 85 years.
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The following table summarizes the rates shown in the main body of this exhibit.
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Many people wrongly presumed that the card rate to Canada was the same as the U.S. domestic card
rate. Sometimes the rates were the same, but often the rate to Canada was higher. As a result,
underpayment sometimes occurred. Less frequently, for one reason or another, people overpaid the card
rate to Canada. This exhibit contains examples of both underpayment and overpayment, including the
underpaid postal card shown below.
For the purpose of this exhibit, Canada includes only the Canadian provinces and territories proper.
Postal and post cards to Newfoundland before it became part of Canada in 1%(9 are beyond the scope of
this exhibit. Cards sent to Canada at printed matter rates, air mail rates, or free of postage are also
beyond the scope of this exhibit.
This exhibit concludes with an epilogue. On August 1, 1958, the U.S. surface postal and post card rate to
Canada rose to 3(, and never dropped back to 29 again. The era of the fluctuating rate had finally ended.
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