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@ ( not postage ) a

created hy
the American Lung Association

Cliristimas seals beganm in 1907
10 raise mioney for a
Tuberculosis sanalorium

Tuberculosis — "The White Plague”
a disease that attacked the lungs.
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- A one-room cottage in the north woods.
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A post office worker in Denmark.

A kindhearted lady in Wilmington, Delaware.

The leading newspaper of a great American city.




Dr. Edward L. Trudeau 1

A Contracted tuberculosis - 1871
AVloved to Saranac, N Y to die
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AFrom the fresh air, sunshine,

rest and good food, he
recovered

A1884 He opened first TB
hospital T sanatorium 1 in
United States



A one-room cottage in the north woods.

it t | iefirsRédrculosis
facility in the US, built by Dr.
Edward Trudeau, called the
Adirondack Cottage
Sanatorium in Saranac Lake,
NY.

NorealremedyforTBipati ents ncured
hospital, or sanatorium - an open-air building offering
fresh air, sunshine, rest and good food.



A post office worker in Denmark.

~ |- Einar Holboll T in 1904,

“€| disturbed at seeing so many

. d8° sick children in his country of

. Denmark, created a Christmas
stamp to raise money for a TB
hospital.

Approved by the Danish postmaster, and
encouraged by King Christian, this first seal
pictured the reigning Queen Louise.




Many of the TB ohospital so ( si
makeshift buildings, under -staffed and under -
firnanced |1 ke the Brandywl ne

turned to Emily Bissell for help - -



A kimdhearted lady in Wilmington, Delaware.
Emily Bissell
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A lady of many
talents she .

listened to the § ™%, ?
_ plea for help frﬁmyBlssd
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She read about D
NChri st mais St an

A - -and designed one of her own

First U. S. Christmas seal -
1907
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A second design when the first one sold out




™ 25 Christmas Stamps one penny apiece issued by the
Delaware Red Cross to stamp out the White Plague.

Put this stamp with message bright
On every Christmas letter;

Help the tuberculosis fight,
And make the New Year better.

These stamps do not carry any kind of mail
but any kind of mail will carry them.

* This historic scene shows Emily Bissell
(right) buving the first Christmas Seal
sold in the United States




The leading newspaper of a great American city.

Bottom left - E. A. Van Valkenburg, editor of the
Philadelphia newspaper that publicized the seal.

Bottom right - L. Mitchell Hodges, wrote front-page
articles about the Christmas seal, inspiring other
newspapers to publicize the seal sales.

Top left - Jacob Riis, wrote an article about the
Danish Christmas seal, urged the U.S. to adopt the
idea to raise funds to fight TB.

Top right - Emily Bissell, designed the seal.




A ragged little newsboy.

NORTH AMER1UAL
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Some Early Seals
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The American Red Cross sponsored the
seal drives to 1919.

The Red Cross appears on the
Christmas seal for the last time.

The double barred cross,

C:] symbol of the fight over TB, is
now on all U.S. Christmas seals
and around the world.

Then the National Tuberculosis Association
took over the sales. The NTA is now called the
American Lung Association.
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Four Famous People

Looked out from the corners of the
1938 seal sheet:

Upper left - Dr. Rene Laennec of France,
invented the stethoscope, an important tool
used in diagnosing tuberculosis.

Upper right - Dr. Robert Koch of Germany,
discovered the tubercule bacillus, which is the
cause of TB.

Lower left - Dr. Edward L. Trudeau of New
York, started the first TB sanatorium in the
United States,, in Saranac Lake, N.Y.

Lower right - Einar Holboll of Denmark, a postal

clerk who conceived the idea of Christmas seals as a
way to raise money to help children sick with TB.
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Corner Seals T with slogans i moved
to the centers of these sheets



