












Dr. Edward L. Trudeau ï

ÅContracted  tuberculosis - 1871

ÅMoved to Saranac, N Y to die

ÅFrom the fresh air, sunshine, 

rest and good food, he 

recovered

Å1884 He opened first TB 

hospital ïsanatorium ïin 

United States



ñLittle Redò ïfirst tuberculosis 

facility in the US, built by Dr.  

Edward Trudeau, called the 

Adirondack Cottage 

Sanatorium in Saranac Lake, 

NY.

No real remedy for TB ïpatients ñcuredò in a TB 

hospital, or sanatorium - an open-air building offering 

fresh air, sunshine, rest and good food.



Einar Holboll ïin 1904,

disturbed at seeing so many 

sick children in his country of 

Denmark, created a Christmas 

stamp to raise money for a TB 

hospital.

Approved by the Danish postmaster, and 

encouraged by King Christian, this first seal 

pictured the reigning Queen Louise.



Many of the TB òhospitalsó (sanatoria) were simple 

makeshift buildings, under -staffed and under -

financed like the  Brandywine òShackó below.

So the doctor in charge, Dr. Joseph Wales, 

turned to Emily Bissell for help - -



Emily Bissell -

A lady of many 
talents  - she 
listened to the 
plea for help  from 
her cousin



She read about Denmarkôs

ñChristmas Stampò ï

Å- -and designed one of her own

» First U. S. Christmas seal -

1907

A second design when the first one sold out



And so it began - -



ÅThe Philadelphia North American - -



ñGimme one. 

Me sisterôs got it!ò



Some Early Seals



ÅDuring the ñWar to 
end all wars - -ò





Seals Continued - -









Corner Seals ïwith slogans ïmoved 

to the centers of these sheets


