
Life is Just a ______

[ Bowl of Cherries ]
Idioms Illustrated and Explained ςPart IV Sports & Games (9 phrases)

by Tom Fortunato



idiom (n.)- an expression whose meaning can not be derived from its elements

Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ Řŀȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǎŜΚ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎƻ 
common in our vernacular that we hardly take the time to recognize them with 
thousands in the English language alone. A few are presented here using a wide 
ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǳƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ Ƨǳƴƪ ōƻȄŜǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 
philatelic rarities, but you will see some interesting items.  
aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ άŦƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƴƪέ 
ƎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀƎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƛǘŜƳ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŘƛƻƳΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ  Wǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ 
and keep track of your number right and wrong. 
PowerPoint users have 5 seconds before a 15 second timeclock counts down 
ǘƘŜƴ άŘƛƴƎǎΣέ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ  t5C ǳǎŜǊǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
honor system!  Clicking the next page reveals the answer along with details of 
the origins and meaning of the idiom.  Ten references were used researching 
these.  Not all agreed, but the majority plausible response appears here.  
This is 1 of 7 thematic related parts (# phrases in each).  Enjoy them all!

I ςAnimals (24)    II ςFood (14)     III ςMan (18)     IV - Sports & Games (9)

V ςNature (25)    VI ςMusic (8)    VII - Pot Luck (39)
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IV- Sports & Games     draw the ____ ___

Åexaggerate
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IV- Sports & Games     draw the long bow

Åexaggerate
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The long bow was the primary 
weapon used in medieval times.  In 
1668 Sir Roger [Ω9ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜwrote, 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ us several 
tradesmen, the first of them a poor 
rogue that made a profession of 
drawing ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōƻǿΦέ
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IV- Sports & Games     sink __ ____

Åfail or succeed
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IV- Sports & Games     sink or swim

Åfail or succeed
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From the 13th century, in telling of fate.  In 1368, Chaucer wrote in The 
Compleynteonto Pyte, άflete or synkeΦέ
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IV- Sports & Games     no ___

Ånot possible, no
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IV- Sports & Games     no dice

Ånot possible, no
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20th century American term of unknown origin, but without dice there 
would be no game.
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IV- Sports & Games     _____on thin ice

Årisky, unsubstantiated
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IV- Sports & Games     skatingon thin ice

Årisky, unsubstantiated
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Ice skating originated in its natural setting on lakes or ponds.  If one went 
ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴ.  An 1897 
reference in Church Timestells, ά/ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ ±ŀǳƎƘƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŜǇǘ at  skating 
ƻƴ ǘƘƛƴ ƛŎŜΧ Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜŀƪΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƎƭƛŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦέ
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IV- Sports & Games     ____ ______have big ears

Åchildren are smarter than you think
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IV- Sports & Games     little pitchershave big ears

Åchildren are smarter than you think
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Phrase attributed to John Heywood in 1546 actually referring to ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
ear resembling a handle of a water pitcher.  Modern connotation is given 
to the sport of baseball.
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IV- Sports & Games     ____ you later

Ågoodbye, see you around
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