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Postal Service saves
Operation Santa
The popular B5PS Sanla letters

program and a North Pole posl=
iarking effor will conlinse in 2009,
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Is this the first
Christmas stamp?
The "Xmas 1828" inserﬂrtinn on

this Ganadian stamp gives itan
undeniable holicla'y' conneclion.

Vote for your favorite
U.5. stamp of 2009

Individiials and stamp club membars
ar invitid 1o participals in the 2009
Lin's U5, Stamp Popularity Poll,
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Gross sale nets $3.28 million for museum;
auction record set for smgle Canadian stamp

By Matthew Healey

A cover with the world's only
mirror-image stamp and a record-
setting Canadian 12-penny stamp
wana the highlights of a Nowv. 19
double auction that raised $3.28
million to benefit the Smithson-
ian's Mational Pestal Museum.

These weare among 220 other
ftems belonging to bilkonaire bond
manager William H. Gross, who by
now is as famous in stamp collect-
ing circles as he is on Wall Streat.

His collactions of Confederate
stamps, including many rare post-
masters' provisionals, and Brit-
ish North America stamps were
offered in back-to-back sales by
Spink Shreves Gallerias in New
York. Gross and his wife, Sua, im-
mediately donated the entire pro-
ceads to the musaunm.

The donation Iz part of a total
gift of $& million that the Grosses

This Canadian 12-penny Oueen Vielo-
ria slamp (Scott 3) from the William
H. Gross collection was sold by Spink
Shreves Galleries for $299,000 on Nov. 19,

have pledged toward the building
of a new visitor center to allow the
public batter access to the nation-
al stamp collection and to learm
about philately.

In recent years, Gross has sold
other parts of his worldwide col-
lection and donated the proceeds
to charities such as Doctors with-
out Borders.

Including the latest sales, Gross
haz now realized nearly 5155 mil-
lion from selling his stamps, mak-
ing his the most valuable stamp
collection ever sold, according
to Charles F. Shreva, president of
Spink Shreves Galleras.

Gross, whosea firm, Pimco, has
earned billions trading bonds, de-
cided to collect stamps after his
own analysis of the rare stamp
market ower the long term con-
vinced him that top-quality stamps
could rise in value at a rata com-
parable with cther investmeants.

The sales of his stamp collec-
tions in recent vears have generally
proven him rght, with some stamps

Plagze fuim to page 40

U.S. 27¢ Kiwi color-omitted error stamps found

By Jay Bigalke

Multiple examples of a recent
U5, coil stamp color-omitted
error have been discoverad and
cartified as ganuine.

The 27¢ Kiwi coil stamp (Scott
4262), from the sat of five 27¢
Tropical Fruit stamps issued in
April 2008, has been found with
ona specific light green ink com-

pletaly omitted. As a
result, the 27 ¢ denom-
ination, the fruit name
ahd the year date are
missing from the Kiwi
stamp.

The stampe are from

a coil of 100 printed
by Avery Dennison.
The amor  stamps
wiare certified as
genuine by the

S2.50

MAILED DECEMBER 7

Amarican Philatelic Expar-
tizing Sarvice on Now, 19,
The person who dis-
coverad the error stamps
asked not to be named.
Tom Fortunato of New
York has assisted the par
zon who made the discov-
ery, and spoke with Linn's
about the arrors.
According to Fortunato,

W~ READY T0 EXPIRE?

IF THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL IS JANUARY 18, 2000 {01 1810, IT°3 TIME TO RENEW.

two rolls of the Tropical

http://editions.amospublishing.com/LINN/main.aspx?d=20091221&pagenum=1&s=

Parl of a coil stip of United States 27¢ Tropical
Fruit stamps, digitally cropped. The single light
green “1” from the plale number is missing from
the Pamegranate stamp. The missing light green ink
gliminates all the inscriptions on 1he Kiwi stamp.

Fruit stamps ware purchased by
a local buziness.

“The stamps were used owver
an aight- or nine-month period
when a co-worker noticed that
one of the stamps lookad funnmy, "
sald Forunato.

The co-worker noticed the de-
namination was missing from the
Kiwi stamps, and reamoved sev-
aral of the Kiwi emor stamps from
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Tropical Fruit error stamps found

Comtinued fron pape 1
the coil and placed them on finer
paper from the same coil strip.

Fortunato said nine singla color-
omitted amor Kiwi stamps were
handled in this manner.

The original findet discovered a
mint strip of 54 stamps from the be-
ginning of ona of the coil rolls. This
mint strip was sent to the American
Philatelic Expeartizing Senvice and
recaived a ceriificate identifying the
Kiwi stamps as ermors.

Pictured on page 1 is the onky
plate number single from the 54-
stamp strip fthe Pomegranate
stamp), a normal Star Fruit stamp,
and a Kiwi amor stamp.

The Kiwl stamps are missing
tha inscription “27 USA”" from the
uppear laft corner, the word "Kiwi®
from the lower left corner, and the
20058 year date from the lower
right corner.

The plate number is on evary
40th stamp in the Tropical Fruit
coil. The mint stip of 54 stamps
contains ocnly one plate number
stamp.

The plate number for this coil
congsists of one letter and seven
digits made up of different colors:

V1111111, The light grean digit
{Pantone Matching Systam 390) is
normally located at the end of the
plate number seguence.

On the platea number single
there is a large gap between the
last two digits, becausa tha teal
ink iz shifted on the Pomegranate
stamp. Mota that the teal text for
this stamp touches the fruit de-
sign at laft.

Scott catalog editors wara un-
available for comment as this is-
sua of Linn’s was going to press.

It is likely that the 27¢ Kiwi
color-omitted error stamp will be
listed as a major error in Vol 1 of
the 2011 Scott Standard Postage
Stamp Catalogue, schaduled for
publication in April. B

VFW post seeks donations

The Capt. Vincent F Atena
Post Mo. 3230 of the Veterans of
Foraign Wars is requesting dona-
tions of stamps and supplies for
use in its program for hospital-
ized veterans.

Donations may be sent to Jo-
saph J. Ruggiero PPC, 1403
Cropsay  Ave., Brooklyn, NY
11228-3005. 1

HUNGARY YEAR SETS

Complete with all Stamps & Souvenir Sheots

Year IMint NH | Year Mint NH
1956, ... 6 4125|1968, ... §31.50
1957.......... § 50,00 1969, £32.50
1988........ § 237 15 {1970........... £31.50
1858, e S B0 180 . § 3375
1960........ §102.75(1972. £40.25
961......... § 76.50{1973. §31.75
1962... ... § 55.00 1974 ... 54275
1965.......... 540.25|1975......... §37.75
1964........... §43.75|1976.. $37.75
1065 S ILTS1GTT. £4275
1966.......... § 36251978, ... §37.75
1967....... 8377511070, ... $ 3825

GOMPI.E'I'E

Year Wint NH | Year Wint NH
1980.......... 1092, ...

1981 . 1043....

1082 1084

1983 1095, .. ...
1984..... 1006

1985......... 1997,
1986.......... 1008
1967 1994

1988.......... 2000......... 3
1089, 2001......... £120.00
1990.......... 2002......... £130.25
1981...... § ?H 75| Oher Years fwadable

YEAR SETS

with all Postage Stamps & Souvenir Sheots

AUSTRIA
Years  MintNH  Used | Years
1960-69..... §85. §75.|1960-69 ..
1970-79..... $125. £100.1970-19 ...
1980-89 ... 210 $170.|1980-89 ..
1990-99 ... §300. $285.11990-99 ...

W. GERMANY
Wint NH  Used | Years

S280. $140.1970-70.... 5140 5100
5390 $160.)1940-89. .. 5150, 5120,
650 §420.11990-99..... —o- §220.

LIECHTENSTEIN
Mint BH  Used
$95. $085. 196069 §215 5155

* Woney - Bock Giewanioe 8 Al ke sobjoct e dngk ® VISABC ek & AR 53 pocdige: Tor URd & Caicala

POy B 1732
Port Angebas, WA
QRIR20RG

www.DonSCal.com

Tiel: 1 (250 ME3-6211
Fax: | (250) M3-6288
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U.S. 27¢ Kiwi color-omitted error stamps found

By Jay Bigalke

Multiple examples of a recent
U.S. coil stamp color-omitted
error have been discovered and
certified as genuine.

The 27¢ Kiwi coil stamp (Scott
4262), from the set of five 27¢
Tropical Fruit stamps issued in
April 2008, has been found with
one specific light green ink com-
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Linns Stam

pletely omitted. As a [©
result, the 27¢ denom-
ination, the fruit name
and the year date are
missing from the Kiwi
stamp.

w

27
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The stampsare from L=
a coil of 100 printed
by Avery Dennison.
The error stamps

were certified as
genuine by the
American Philatelic Exper-
tizing Service on Nov. 19.
The person who dis-
covered the error stamps
asked not to be named.
Tom Fortunato of New
York has assisted the per-
son who made the discov-
ery, and spoke with Linn’s
about the errors.
According to Fortunato,
two rolls of the Tropical

Part of a coil strip of United States 27¢ Tropical
Fruit stamps, digitally cropped. The single light
green “1” from the plate number is missing from
the Pomegranate stamp. The missing light green ink
eliminates all the inscriptions on the Kiwi stamp.

Fruit stamps were purchased by
a local business.

“The stamps were used over
an eight- or nine-month period
when a co-worker noticed that
one of the stamps looked funny,”
said Fortunato.

The co-worker noticed the de-
nomination was missing from the
Kiwi stamps, and removed sev-
eral of the Kiwi error stamps from

Please turn lo page 12

Tropical Fruit error stamps found

Continued from page 1
the coil and placed them on liner
paper from the same coil strip.

Fortunato said nine single color-
omitted error Kiwi stamps were
handled in this manner.

The original finder discovered a
mint strip of 54 stamps from the be-
ginning of one of the coil rolls. This
mint strip was sent to the American
Philatelic Expertizing Service and
received a certificate identifying the
Kiwi stamps as errors,

Pictured on page 1 is the only
plate number single from the 54-
stamp strip (the Pomegranate
stamp), a normal Star Fruit stamp,
and a Kiwi error stamp.

The Kiwi stamps are missing
the inscription “27 USA" from the
upper left corner, the word “Kiwi"
from the lower left corner, and the
2008 year date from the lower
right corer.

The plate number is on every
40th stamp in the Tropical Fruit
coil. The mint strip of 54 stamps
contains only one plate number
stamp.

The plate number for this coil
consists of one letter and seven
digits made up of different colors:

V1111111, The light green digit
(Pantone Matching System 390) is
normally located at the end of the
plate number sequence.

On the plate number single
there is a large gap between the
last two digits, because the teal
ink is shifted on the Pomegranate
stamp. Note that the teal text for
this stamp touches the fruit de-
sign at left.

Scott catalog editors were un-
available for comment as this is-
sue of Linn's was going to press.

It is likely that the 27¢ Kiwi
color-omitted error stamp will be
listed as a major error in Vol. 1 of
the 2011 Scoft Standard Postage
Stamp Catalogue, scheduled for
publication in April. B

VFW post seeks donations

The Capt. Vincent F. Atene
Post No. 3230 of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars is requesting dona-
tions of stamps and supplies for
use in its program for hospital-
ized veterans.

Donations may be sent to Jo-
seph J. Ruggiero PPC, 1403
Cropsey Ave., Brooklyn, NY
11228-3905. m



